
Several years ago my work took me to Seattle, WA. On the final leg of a return a trip from DIA to Cheyenne following 

take off the pilots told us they needed to stop off in Laramie, WY to drop off something.  The further north we got the 

more dense the fog became, it was so thick I could not see the wings or the marker lights of the turboprop aircraft in 

which we were traveling. 
 

I have flown so much over the years I have learned certain sounds or behaviors of the aircraft and how to associate 

those with the aircrafts maneuvering. I felt the plane make a familiar move and I knew we had started our descent.  I 

began to think about the situation as I heard the landing gear locking into place.   1) We cannot see a thing  2) You 

know the pilots are doing a òinstrument landing.ó  3) The six of us do not know these pilots and we are òputting our 

trustó or òfaithó in them to land the aircraft safely, meanwhile they are putting their faith in the aircrafts instruments 

and the Air Traffic Controller. 
 

The fog is thick the aircraft is making the familiar sound as it is within feet of the ground, still we cannot even see the 

wings, then there is the hard jolt of the wheels making contact with the ground. It was then I realized that we had 

landed by òfaith.ó 
 

According to Hebrews 11:1  Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen. 
 

As the six of us hoped for a safe landing, we had evidence that there was ground beneath us, the aircraft had the capa-

bility to conduct instrument landings, and the pilots had been properly trained as well as those on the ground. All of 

which were things we could not see! All the same each of us hoped for a safe landing.   
 

As the plane sat there on the tarmac in Laramie, as the smell of jet fuel filling the cabin as the engines idled, and the 

ground crew unloaded an item I begin to reflect on the events of the last 30 minutes. 
 

So often we put so much faith in man and things made by the hands of man, but struggle to place our faith in the hands 

of God.  We will trust most any chair in a restaurant to hold us up, but when storms of life crash around us we strug-

gle to trust the hand of God to hold us up.  We must always put our faith in Jesus who is the Author and Finisher of 

our faith. 

Landing By Faith  
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Sept. 11th Sunday Morning: Generationõs Sunday 

òGrandparents Day.ó   

 

Sept. 11th Sunday Evening: 9/11 Remembrance Service 

and time of special prayer for our nation 

 

Sept. 15th at 7 p.m. Menõs Fellowship Meetings will 

resume at the Nellõs home  

 

Sept. 15th at 7p.m. Womenõs Fellowship Meetings 

will resume at the Smithõs home 

 

Sept 25th òRest of the Familyó special offering 

 

Sept 26th  Wyoming First Ladyõs Family Night  

this age I also enjoyed going fishing 

with my Dad and his friend Lou, so 

the idea of my sins being washed 

away concerned me, because I did 

not want the fish to get my sins. 
 

Then my Dad sat down with me in 

the family room of our home and 

patiently explained in detail what bap-

tism was all about.  Over the next 40 

years of Bible study and spiritual 

growth I have learned so much about 

the Lord and the true meaning of 

baptism. 

Baptism, often one of the most mis-

understood, misused, and wrongly 

applied ordinances of the Bible.  I do 

not have the time of space to go 

into the entire scriptural teaching of 

baptism in this short article. How-

ever, I will say Baptism is only for 

those who have been born again 

(saved), Baptism is not a method of 

salvation.  Scriptural baptism is by 

immersion and is symbolic of the 

death, burial, and resurrection of 

Jesus and our identification with Him 

through an outward sign of an in-

ward change. 
 

Please keep in mind as you read this 

story that I was a small child at the 

time and that not everyone even 

today truly understands what bap-

tism is all about.  As a small child my 

Dad and I were talking about recent 

baptisms at the church. Even by the 

age of 6 I had heard so much about 

òour sins being washed away.ó  By 

 

What I learned about God and baptism: 
 

¶ What baptism is and is not 

¶ How to address the many false 

teachings about it.  

¶ Baptism does not òSave usó after all 

the thief on the cross was not bap-

tized 

¶ As a Christian we will want to fol-

low our Lordõs example in baptism if 

we are physically capable 

¶ Baptism does not wash away our sin; 

only the blood of Jesus that was 

shed for the remission of sins can 

òwash awayó our sins 

¶ Baptism symbolizes not only the 

death, burial, and resurrection of 

Jesus, but also ours.  

¶ For us: Death and burial of the sinful 

man as one is immersed into the 

water, and then coming up out of 

the water it represents the resur-

rection as well as the ònew crea-

tionó that we become through Jesus. 

What I Learned About God From Baptisms  

Announcements  

Colorado District Association Report 

August 2011  

On a beautiful Saturday morning in August 

seven of us traveled to Ft. Collins to attend 

the Colorado District Association Meeting at 

Snowy Ridge Free Will Baptist Church.    

 

On the trip down we had a good time in fel-

lowship. Before services we had a chance to 

visit with a number of people from other 

churches and from our National Offices.  The 

worship service included some good singing 

and a wonderful sermon from Bro Brandon 

Meeks.  
 

On the District Association business side of 

things: New officers were elected and after an 

examination by the ministers within the Asso-

ciation Bro. David Nell was welcomed into the 

Colorado District Association. 

James being baptized in Pine Creek  

August 1977  



During a recent visit to the Buffalo Bill 

Historical Center in Cody, Wyoming 

a particular display titled òPony Ex-

pressó caught my attention because it 

included a Bible.  The placard (see pic-

ture) explained how the Pony Express 

Rider was issued a Bible.  
 

According to the National Postal His-

tory Museum website the Pony Ex-

press was founded by William Rus-

sell, Alexander Majors, and William 

Waddell.  Alexander Majors gave Bi-

bles to each Pony Express employee 

and required each person to take 

the following oath: 
 

"I, (name), do hereby swear, before the Great 

and Living God, that during my engagement, 

and while I am an employee of Russell, Majors 

and Waddell, I will, under no circumstances, 

use profane language, that I will drink no in-

toxicating liquors, that I will not quarrel or 

fight with any other employee of the firm, and 

that in every respect I will conduct myself 

honestly, be faithful to my duties, and so di-

rect all my acts as to win the confidence of 

my employers, so help me God." 

Pony Express  
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ñGenerations Sundayò 

September 11, 2011 

Bring the family!  

We would like to see how many ñGenerationsò of each 
family we can get into church on Sunday Sept. 11 which is 

also ñNational Grandparents Day.ò 

Generational Photo opportunities will also be provided 

Join us Sunday Night September 11th at 6 

p.m. for a special  

ñ9-11 Remembrance Serviceò and a 

special time of prayer for our nation 

As I stood before this display reading 
this placard it made me think What IF 
companies would present Bibles to 
their employees when they were 
hired?  What if instead of the same 
ƻƭŘ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎƭŜǎǎ ΨŎƻǊǇƻǊŀǘŜ ǾŀƭǳŜǎΩ 
ŜƳǇƭƻȅŜŜΩǎ ǘƻƻƪ ǇƭŜŘƎŜǎ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƻŦ 
ǘƘŜ tƻƴȅ 9ȄǇǊŜǎǎ wƛŘŜǊǎΦέ  ¢Ƙƛƴƪ ƻŦ 
the difference it would make in em-
ployees lives, the work environment, 
operation, functionality of the com-
pany and above all how many would 
have a better and more meaningful 
relationship with God. 
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Cheyenne Free Will Baptist becomes a 2011 National Preparedness Month Coalition Member. Our 

church has registered to be a part of the national preparedness effort.  We join 1,000õs of others 

across America to help our communities prepare for disasters and emergencies. 

CFWBC Becomes National Preparedness Month  

Coalition Member  
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We would like to say thank you to those who have read our newsletter over the last year, 
offered comment,  and encouraged us in our newsletter efforts.  This will be our last news-
letter.  We have conducted a number of surveys and found that our Church E-bulletins and 

website are more effective and have a better reach than our newsletter.    

 

Please be sure to visit our website for news, announcements, updates, and the òPastorõs 

Blog. 

 

The End of the Line  



When you hear about a òPeacemakeró what comes to mind? 

¶ A single action revolver made by Colt? 

¶ Someone who tries to make peace between others? 

¶ Or someone who Jesus called òblessed?ó 
  

When you hear òPeacekeeperó what comes to mind? 

¶ An ICBM missile? 

¶ United Nations Soldiers in blue helmets? 
¶ An armored vehicle that you likely saw broken down on the 

side of I-80 more often than it in motion?  

¶ The nickname of Air Force Security Policemen (Security 

Forces to those serving today). 

For many years now during our prayer re-
quest time someone always request prayer 
for òour troopsó around the world.  Now it is 
time for us to pray for OUR TROOPS.  
Later this month Derek and Matt will be de-
ploying for a year.  These two soldiers are 
from Wyoming, from Cheyenne, from 
OUR church é.they are OUR TROOPS 
and we need to be in fervent prayer for 
them .  Be sure to join us Sunday morning 
September 18th for a special time of prayer 

for OUR soldiers.  

Peacemakers and Peacekeepers  
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Pray For OUR   Troops  

We have two very special young men in our church who will be 

deploying this month to support a peacekeeping mission over-

seas.  As Uncle Sam sends them to a troubled area to support a 

peace keeping mission, we in a sense send them on a òpeace 

keepingó mission as well. 

Over the last 20 years we have watched 

two boys grow into young men, we have 

prayed and strived to teach them the 

Word and the ways of the Lord in Sunday 

School, Youth Group, Vacation Bible 

School, through preaching, Bible Study, and 

even letting them be leaders of the youth 

in the church.  This month we will watch 

as they leave on a òspiritual peace keeping 

mission.ó 

 

During the course of the next year they 

will have opportunities to share the Word 

of God with other soldiers who will be 

looking for peace in their lives. This month 
we send our soldiers from this òlittle white 

church on the hilló as missionaries to a far 

away land to be òpeacemakersó to those 

who do not know the òpeaceó that God 

offers to everyone through Jesus. 

Blessed are the Peacemakers   

Matthew 5:9 




