
For over a year now I have been reflecting on the re-

sponse I often get from Christians about using or not 

using Facebook or MySpace (also known as Social Net-

working).  After lengthy consideration I agree that as 

with anything there are pros and cons on both sides of 

the debate.  Over the years I have heard stories and 

seen online drama unfold. I have wavered back and 

forth with the òsocial networkingó concept.   
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Inside this issue:  

This article is not written to criticize those who do or do not use social networking re-

sources.  Rather it is  being written for you to consider the question and concern 

òShould a Christian be on Facebook?ó (or other social networking media).  I would 

also surmise that similar questions arose with invention of radio and television.  
 

Though I was not around at the start of radio and television, I am sure that there were 

arguments on the ungodliness and evangelistic potential of both forms of media.  
 

Over the years I have heard many comments about all the òbad stuffó or 

òinappropriate materialó on the internet.  òWhat about the bad stuff?ó  I say to thaté

What about it?  Let us consider for a moment:  
 

Do we stop driving down the road because of bad billboards? Stop being a sports fan 

because of the commercials?  Do we turn our radios off because some stations play 

bad stuff? Do we stay home from work or shopping because we may hear bad lan-

guage? No we donõt as that would be unrealistic. Did John the Baptist stop preaching 

near the palace because of Herodõs perverse marriage?  
 

All too often we have this misconception that Jesus walked and ministered in an abso-

lute perfect, sinless, and appropriate environment?   
 

If it was such a good environment then why did He say òThey that are whole have no 

need of the physician, but they that are sick: I came not to call the righteous, but sinners 

to repentanceó. Mark  2:12.  When we read our Bible we see that Jesus, John, and all the 

apostles encountered òbad stuff.ó  It was their response to the òbad stuffó or tempta-

tion that made a difference.  We will face temptations even if we were to lock our-

selves in a room with nothing more than four walls and a Bible. Temptation in itself is 

not sin, even Jesus was tempted many times.  How we respond to temptations, now that 

is important!    Resist Temptation!  
 

The internet offers so much for the individual, business, and the sharing of the Gospel 

through the use of websites, social networking, and online games, all of which we must 

use with discipline and responsibility.  
 

Consider then how do you currently use online/social networking resources that are 

available to you?  Do you use it just for work, fun, and virtual socializing? Or do you 

see it as an evangelistic tool for sharing your testimony and the Gospel of Jesus Christ?    



 

"If we're too busy using our 
Sickles on One Another, 
we're going to Miss the 
Harvest."  
                      -Vance Havner 

Page 2 Cheyenne First Free Will Baptist Church Newsletter  

Daily Devotions 

Jill  

Matt C. 

Pauline 

Jeremy N. 

Dereck N. 

Saturday August 13, 2011 in 

Fort Collins, CO  

The National Association Meeting was held in July 17 -20 in 

Charlotte, North Carolina.  More information about this years 

national meeting will be in future issues of ONE Magazine. 

Ministers meeting will begin at approximately 9 a.m. and 

worship services around 9:30 a.m.  Pastor will be attend-

ing, so if you would like to ride with he would enjoy the 

company, or if you need directions please get with Pastor  

for more information.  

Where is your devotion?  Where is your loyalty?  To w hat are you devoted to each day? Get-

ting ready for work, eating, dressing properly for the day,  a favorite radio station, a social net-

work, sports team, and list goes on.  
 

We are devoted to so many things each day but HOW DEVOTED are we DAILY to God ? To 

Studying of His Word?  To Living the Word?  Sharing the Word?  To Prayer?  Just exactly what are you devoted to?  
 

Christians often talk about how God and Church come first in their lives, yet all to often  other things come along 

that take a òhigher priority or commitmentó and our devotion or loyalty quickly changes based on òwhat is important 

to us.ó   You may have other òcommitmentsó in life but none higher than living, serving, and worshiping the Lord.  
 

What if the night Jesus left the Last Supper He would have said, oh way I have other commitments tomorrow (or later 
this week) I canõt go pray, I canõt go to the cross because I have a commitment to something else. I can hear some 

say Jesus would never have done that!  Thatõs right because He was committed to the redemption of mankind.  Are 

we as devoted to the Great Commission as Jesus?  Are we as devoted to winning souls as we should be?  



This will be a new article that will provide òChristian Soldiers the Ambassadors of 

the Kingdom of Godó a few òDrillsó to work on each month to sharpen their skill 

and Bible knowledge. These Bible Drills will help the Soldier learn more about the 

Word of God, to get more experienced at using your Sword of the Spirit, and to 

provide a structure for personal growth and maturity in the Word of God.  (Though 

there are not òprizesó associated with these drills, the blessings you get in Christian 

growth will be far better than any trinket we could give)  

 

Drill #1: On a separate sheet of paper list the Books of the Old Testament  

 

Drill #2: Identify what category does each book fall into:  

 

Drill #3: Read one chapter from the Book of Proverbs each day this month  

Christian Bumper Stickers 
Be ye fishers of men. You catch them - He'll clean them.  

  

Coincidence is when God chooses to remain anonymous.  
 

Don't put a question mark where God put a period.  
 

Don't wait for 6 strong men to take you to church.  
 

Forbidden fruits create many jams.  
 

God doesn't call the qualified, He qualifies the called  
 

God grades on the cross, not the curve.  
 

God loves everyone, but probably prefers "fruits of the spirit" over "religious nuts!"  
 

God promises a safe landing, not a calm passage.  
 

He who angers you, controls you!  
 

If God is your Copilot - swap seats!  
 

Most people want to serve God, but only in an advisory capacity.  
 

Prayer: Don't give God instructions - just report for duty!  
 

The task ahead of us is never as great as the Power behind us.  
 

The Will of God will never take you to where the Grace of God will not protect you.  
 

We don't change the message, the message changes us.  
 

You can tell how big a person is by what it takes to discourage him.  
-Author(s) unknown these were in a forwarded email from years ago  
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Drills For Christian Soldiers 



In case you missed it òin printó the following article was written by Pastor James for the April 30, 2011 Religious Column 

of the Wyoming Tribune Eagle.    

Tornadoes, floods, earthquakes, volcanoes, tsunamis, pollution, wars and rumors of wars, and a global finan-
cial crisis is impacting us all.  When we see these things happening it could cause us to question the stability 
ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ǿŜ ƭƛǾŜ ƛƴΣ ƻǊ ŜǾŜƴ ŀǎƪ άLŦ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀ DƻŘΣ ǿƘȅ ǿƻǳƭŘ ŀ ƭƻǾƛƴƎ DƻŘ ŀƭƭƻǿ ǎǳŎƘ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǘƻ ƘŀǇπ
ǇŜƴΦέ   When we want to ask such a question or see these events occurring, there are three things we need 
ǘƻ ƪŜŜǇ ƛƴ ƳƛƴŘΤ DƻŘ ƛǎ ǾŜǊȅ ƭƻǾƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ŀƭƭƻǿǎ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎΩǎ ǘƻ ƘŀǇǇŜƴ ŀǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ Iƛǎ ŘƛǾƛƴŜ ǇƭŀƴΣ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ 
ǘŀƪŜ ǇƭŀŎŜ ŀǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ŜŦŦƻǊǘ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ƳŀƴƪƛƴŘΩǎ ŀǘǘŜƴǘƛƻƴ ōŀŎƪ ƻƴ IƛƳΣ ŀƴŘ Ƴŀƴȅ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ƻŎŎǳǊ ŀǎ ŀ 
ǎŜǊƛŜǎ ƻŦ άǳƴƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ŜǾŜƴǘǎέ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜǊŜ ǘǊƛƎƎŜǊŜŘ ōȅ ƳŀƴƪƛƴŘΩǎ ǎƛƴ ŀƴŘ ǊŜōŜƭƭƛƻƴ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ DƻŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ DŀǊŘŜƴ ƻŦ 
Eden. 
 
During the days of Isaiah the kingdom of Judah was facing perilous times as Assyria was moving closer to Je-
ǊǳǎŀƭŜƳ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǇƘŜǘ LǎŀƛŀƘ ǘƻƭŘ ǘƘŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ άThe LORD is exalted; for he dwelleth on high: he hath filled 
Zion with judgment and righteousness. And wisdom and knowledge shall be the stability of thy times, and 
ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘ ƻŦ ǎŀƭǾŀǘƛƻƴΥ ǘƘŜ ŦŜŀǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ [hw5 ƛǎ Ƙƛǎ ǘǊŜŀǎǳǊŜΦέ  
 
Each day the headlines describe the instability of the world we live in, but that should not cause us to be-
come unstable along with it.  If we put our faith, love, trust, and obedience in God we will receive the com-
fort, confidence, wisdom, and stability we so desperately need and desire in our lives even while this world is 
falling apart around us.  
 
¢ƘŜ ǿǊƛǘŜǊ ƻŦ IŜōǊŜǿǎ ǎŀƛŘ ά¢ƘŜ [ƻǊŘ ƛǎ Ƴȅ ƘŜƭǇŜǊΣ ŀƴŘ L ǿƛƭƭ ƴƻǘ ŦŜŀǊ ǿƘŀǘ Ƴŀƴ ǎƘŀƭƭ Řƻ ǳƴǘƻ ƳŜΦέ  This 
should serve as an encouragement to put our trust in everlasting and unchanging Lord during the prosperous 
times and during those times of crisis and instability.   
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Finding Stability In An Unstable World    
By James Smith 

Beautiful reminders of Godõs promise and abiding presence with us.  

(Left to right: Rainbow in Pinedale WY, Sky over the church after a severe hail storm in town, a rainbow to the east) 
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God and Country Service and Picnic 
On Sunday July 3rd we had a òGod and Countryó services. During the 

morning service the youth group presented the American flag and 

lead in the pledge, followed by Scott reading portions of the Declara-

tion of Independence, prayer, singing, and Pastors message òGodõs 

Blessing On America.ó   Following the evening service we had a cook-

out, games, and set off fireworks.  An all American great time was had 

by all.  Thank you God for allowing us to live in America the Beautiful 

the land of the free and home of the brave.  

Background photo òFireworks & Silhouetted Cross  cour-

tesy of Gale Woodward - Kane, KS. Used with permis-
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Christians and Social Networking continuedé  

Take a look at social networking and you will 

quickly realize how people share: where 

they go, what they are doing, their likes/dislikes, and the smallest of life's details with all their friends.  
 

Serious thought and prayer should be given to seeking the will of God in how each of us should or should 

not use social networking and internet resources.  If we decide to use such resources, then we need to 

use the tools God has given us not only for sharing recent personal events, but for sharing the Good 

News of the Gospel and the great things God hath done, is doing, and will do.  
 

The truth of it all is that we live in a world where the òVirtual Worldó (social networks) are quickly becom-

ing the world in which people work, visit, communicate, get their news/information, shop, socialize, play, 

and in a sense òlive.ó  It is interesting that 20 years ago we could only fulfill the Great Commission at 

home or supporting various missionaries.  Now with the availability of the internet we can share the Gos-

pel at home and to the uttermost parts of the world from our cell phone, desk, kitchen table, vehicle, or 

easy chair.  
 

How are you using the resources  which are available 

to you? 

 

 

 

 

 
Note: The internet IS NOT an excuse or justification for not supporting missions.  
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What I Learned About God...While Playing the Piano 
 Part 2 in series                                     By James Smith 

When I started taking piano lessons in 5 th grade I simply thought, òI am learning to play a musical instru-

mentó and at times was very reluctant to the idea of playing the piano. (After in those days a guy playing a pi-

ano just wasnõt cool)  During those years I never dreamed the things I would learn about God and the Bible 

simply by learning and playing church music.  
 

The first song I ever played in church was òWe Three Kingsó for our Christmas Program. During the 

weeks of practice leading up to the program, I would read the lyrics and began to take note of the òthree 

kings.ó  No longer were they just three wise men gathered around a manger, but they represented so 

much more. As I began to practice other songs and learn the words, I soon realized something very spe-

cial about hymns that did not appear in many other songs, as the old hymns contain scripture and doc-

trine.  
 

Over the years of playing a piano, two events really stuck with me. The first: One night while playing 
òWonderful Words of Lifeó Sister Ruth stood up a few pews behind me and began shouting, waving her 

handkerchief in the air, and praising God for being so wonderful.  
 

The second event: Does not start out glorifying the Lord. It occurred when I was in junior high school, and 

it is something the Lord used overtime to teach me a great deal about Him, His Word, and using the talent 

He has given to us.  My home church was having a great revival. The revival originally scheduled for a 

week was now in itõs third week, services continued nightly as long as folks were getting saved. We had 

gone through several evangelist over the weeks and the regular piano player was not available due to 

work schedules.  
 

At this point in my òmusical careeró I had a very limited number of congregational songs I could play. 

Previously, I had played on occasion in the absence of our regular piano player, and now I was called up 

on to play the congregational music for our revival services.  The first two nights went great, then the 

third night things went wrong. Over the last few nights there were two older Christian ladies coming to 

the services on the second pew behind the piano.  On this night as the song leader called out the hymns, 

one of the ladies turned to the other saying in a harsh negative tone òThis kid really needs to learn some 

new songs.ó  They continued a brief negative discussion about the kid playing the piano.  I finished play-

ing for that service, which as I recall turned out to be the last night of the revival as no one got saved.  It 

was also the night I walked away from playing the piano in church for a very long time.  
 

In time I returned to playing the piano for my home church and later in other churches I attended over the 

years.  
 

Looking back: What the two ladies did was wrong. Likewise, my response to their criticism by ceasing to 

serve the Lord in the place He put me was just as wrong.  
 

The way I see it God had given me a talent, one that was still being developed and because of hurtful 

words I went and hid that talent and did not use it for a long time. As a result I am sure I lost many spiritual 

blessings and rewards, and also let down the congregation where I attended.  Thankfully, they were for-

giving, understanding, and eager to restore me.  
 

Over the years God has used these two events to teach me so much about His word, the talents He has 

given me, and my service to Him.  
 

Today, I am thankful that like Elijah, God called me out of hiding and back into service using the talents 

He has given me in order to bring glory and honor to Him.  



  Contact Information  

 4010 Oasis Street  

Cheyenne, WY 82009  

307-421-1705 

Email: cheyennefreewillbaptistchurch@yahoo.com  

July Attendance Record 

Where will you be When the Roll 
Is Called Up Yonder? 

Wednesday Evening  

Ministry Reports  

Men/Womenõs Fellowship: Will resume meet-

ings in September  
 

 

Teen Sunday School : Bro David is now leading 

the teens in a new study similar to a New Convert 
Lesson.  Each teen has been provided their own 

folder and work book.  We ask that they leave 
the workbooks in the classroom. However, par-

ents are encouraged to stop by and look at 

their Teenõs workbook and see what they are 

studying.  
 

 

Church Facebook : 54 Friends from around the 

U.S. and Canada. 
 

 

Church Website : 696 Visitors as of July 11th . 

Prior to Pastors article being published we had  
419 visits as of April, in May that number jumped 

to 541 visits .  
 

Our total number of visitors for the year is 2,041.   

Those visitors have visited the site with a combined 

total of 10,085  for the year. 


